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A lengthy interlude
peter Simpson ponders the HSt and how 
the period of transition back to GSt/pSt 
may affect the residential construction 
industry

sold (bougHt) | H4

ready to pounce
point Grey property sells in a 
hurry to a buyer waiting in the 
wings for just the right address 
to come on the market

oceAnfront | H11

the waiting game
It took one year to complete 
the interior of this Swallows 
Landing condo in Victoria — 
and it was worth the wait

H
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Set to Bloom
A 79-unit mix of apartments and townhomes in Coquitlam’s Burquitlam area  
offers buyers a chance to put down roots in a neighbourhood ready to blossom

by Chantal euStaCe

The new Bloom development in 
the Burquitlam area of Coquit-
lam has plenty to offer buyers, 

says home shopper Alan Li.
“I like the location, the price and 

that it’s brand new,” Li says.
Situated in a cul-de-sac on Lang-

side Avenue and Breslay Street, the 
development will be near the Burn-
aby border and close to Lougheed 
Town Centre, with shops that 
include The Bay, H&M and Safeway. 
Also nearby are both Coquitlam Cen-
tre and NorthGate Village. 

The pull of nature is also close at 

hand. Nearby green space includes 
Mundy Park, with its walking trails 
and wilderness, and Burnaby Moun-
tain Park, with its stunning sunset 
views and riding trails. Burquitlam 
Park is just a short stroll away. 

Li says he’s so impressed with 
Bloom he’s buying two 1,050-square-
foot townhomes and hopes to rent 
them out, and eventually resell them.

The 79-unit development from 
Springbank Development Corp. 
— due to be completed in spring 
2013 — will feature a mix of apart-
ments and townhomes with one to 
three bedrooms. Homes start at 
$259,900.

“It’s a growing neighbourhood,” 
says Li, 32. “It’s an investment.”

The development’s sales kit 
stresses that the area is shifting — 
and emerging in the process.

“Like a tiny seed that grows into 
an apple tree, a home at Bloom is 
part of something much bigger, it’s 
a chance to establish roots in a com-
munity on the verge of blossoming,” 
it says. 

“A neighbourhood that promises to 
bear fruit for years to come.”

It also reminds people about the 
buyer-friendly perks of living in 
what it calls the “new Coquitlam.” 
It’s an area with a bridge-free com-
mute to downtown Vancouver that’s 
within proximity to shops, schools 
that include Simon Fraser Univer-
sity, as well as those natural draws. 
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Project marketer Barrett Sprowson in the park next to where Bloom will 
rise.
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Saturday September 24th - 12 noon
Grand Opening

1 & 2 bedroom flats
from $319,900

604.872.6766

Fifth Avenue REM Ltd.
www.fifthav.com

604.221.8878 109 - 3479 WESBROOK MALL, VANCOUVER

*Limitations apply, contact Sales for details. Sales by disclosure statement only. Pacific Spirit Adera Projects Ltd. Adera Realty Corp. 2200 – 1055 Dunsmuir St., Vancouver V7X 1K8 604.684.8277

Check us out on Twitter, Facebook and adera.com

DISPLAYS NOW AVAILABLE – ONLY 2 HOMES LEFT!
Select from rooftop West Coast lanais or ultra gourmet kitchens at the last of this award-winning series of buildings at UBC,
located in vibrant Wesbrook Village and the University Hill Education Catchment. Built to the highest standards of sustainability
and certified REAP Gold by UBC (Residential Environmental Assessment Program). 2 BED + DEN FROM 680’s*.
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So far, those perks are working.
Bloom is attracting a wide range of 

potential buyers interested in the loca-
tion and the range of housing offered, 
says project marketer Barrett Sprow-
son, standing inside the Burquitlam 
Plaza sales office, which is around the 
corner from the Bloom site.

“This area is experiencing a bit of a 
rejuvenation,” says Sprowson, citing 
as examples the expansion of a nearby 
Safeway, and the planned nearby 
Evergreen Line rapid transit system. 

Sprowson says the combination of 
apartments and townhomes means 
there are plenty of options to appeal 
to a variety of buyers.

“We get first-time buyers and 
younger families looking to expand,” 
he says, as well as shoppers looking 
to buy something, then rent out their 
properties. 

“We also get some downsizers look-
ing for something to wrap their heads 
around.”

He gestures to a model of architect 
Hywel Jones’ design for Bloom, which 
shows a collection of buildings facing 
courtyards. They reflect a Craftsman-
influenced design, and will be finished 
with slop dash stucco accents.

“Each home gets a garden plot for 
veggies and what-not,” Sprowson 
says, pointing out green space in and 
around the model, including trees and 
landscaping, as well as gardens. 

“That’s 79 garden plots interspersed 
throughout the community.”

Homes also include patios or balco-
nies and feature brightening touches 
like oversized main-floor windows. 

Hardwood-style laminate flooring 
is standard in the kitchens, living and 
dining areas, while porcelain tile floor-
ing is featured in the entrances, bath-
rooms and dens. 

There are also “green” touches 
inside homes. Energy Star appliances 
from Whirlpool include a washer and 
dryer, refrigerator, slide-in radiant 
range and dishwasher. As well, homes 
feature energy-saving touches such as 
dual-flush toilets and low-heat trans-
fer windows.

While there isn’t a completed home 
to tour, the sales centre gives buyers 
a glimpse of what’s in Bloom. A fin-
ished kitchen and a bathroom demon-
strate the clean design of the homes, 
with interior design by Portico Design 
Group. Buyers can choose between a 
lighter or darker colour scheme, as 
featured in the display.

Sprowson leans against a large 
kitchen island, topped with thick 
quartz, and points out its well-placed 
storage below. Countertops are also 
quartz, set against a glass tile back-
splash, with a Sonetto undermount 
stainless steel sink, good for easy 
clean-up.

The bathroom echoes the mod-
ern feel of the kitchen, with goodies 
ranging from polished quartz coun-
tertops to an elongated Toto toilet. 
A frameless glass shower with glass 
tiles is capped with a stylish square 
showerhead.

Buyers appreciate good design, 
Sprowson says: “They definitely look 
for clean lines.” 

Special to The Sun

continued from front

Bloom 
Project location: Coquitlam
Project size: 79 homes: 34 one-, two- 
and three-bedroom apartments and 45 
two- and three-bedroom townhomes in 
four three- and four-storey buildings 
residence size: 573 sq. ft. —1,451 sq. 
ft.
Price: $259,900 - $577,900
developer: Springbank Development 
Corp.
Architect: Hywel Jones Architect 
Limited
interior designer: Portico Design 
Group
Sales centre address: #530-526 Clarke 
Road, Coquitlam 
email: info@liveatbloom.com
Phone: 604.939.8808
Hours: noon to 5 p.m., Sat. - Thurs.
Website: www.liveatbloom.com
occupancy date: estimated spring 
2013 
Grand opening: today
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A kitchen and bathroom in the Bloom presentation centre demonstrate the home’s finishings: hardwood-style laminates, Energy Star appliances and porcelain tile bathroom flooring.

Bloom will have a Craftsman-influenced design, as reflected in a model in the 
project’s sales centre (above).
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IS ONE

CLICK AWAY.
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BLOGS YOU CAN TRUST

onlineBloomsbury Court
10092 148th Street, Surrey

Exclusive amenity club for residents
Close to Guildford Town Centre
Next to Green Timbers Urban Forest

Call 604-689-8898 for an appointment today!

LAST CHANCE! ONLY 6 UNITS LEFT!

Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E.&O.E.
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205 2B D + D en 1076 300,000 289,000 11,000
301 3B D + D en 1196 328,000 317,700 10,300
305 2B D + D en 1077 301,000 291,000 10,000
401 3B D + D en 1197 335,000 320,700 14,300
405 2B D + D en 1079 310,000 294,000 16,000
407 3B D + N ook 1153 334,000 310,000 24,000
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